QUICK GUIDE

Transparency
2020 Green Communities Criteria

We believe you have a right to know the ingredients of the materials in your buildings. Ingredient
transparency is the first step to understanding and avoiding hazardous impacts on building occupants,
workers, and fenceline communities. Learn more about why transparency is important here.

This document was created to assist architects and developers pursuing Enterprise Green Communities
Criterion 6.1: Ingredient Transparency for Material Health. Below, we take you through the relevant transparency documents, where to find them, and how to interpret them in relation to the criterion.
The 2020 Green Commmunities Criteria calls for projects to specify and install products with publicly
disclosed content inventories. The contents must be is characterized and screened using health hazard
lists or restricted substances lists to 1,000 parts per million (ppm) or better. Two standardized formats for
disclosure can be used: Declare Labels and Health Product Declarations (HPDs). See page 2 for detailed
infographics.

What is it

Where to find it

Health Product Declaration (HPD) is the industry’s

All current, valid HPDs are searchable in

collaborative, user-designed open standard for

the HPD Public Repository. Manufacturers

disclosing a product’s content and associated health

may post HPDs on product pages or

hazards. HPDs use a standard reporting format that

sustainability sections of their websites.

is managed by the not-for-profit member associa-
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product pages or sustainability sections

life. Declare Labels also indicate whether products

of their websites. Declare Labels may also

contain chemicals on the Living Building Challenge

be found in databases such as Mindful

Red List.

Materials.

*Please consider the environment before printing this document.

Transparency Documents
Either 1,000 ppm or 100 ppm must be marked.
A threshold of 1,000 ppm or 0.1% means that any
chemical present in the product at 0.1% or greater, must be listed on the disclosure. A threshold
of 100 ppm or 0.01% means that any chemical
present in the product at 0.01% or greater must
be listed on the disclosure. The 100 ppm threshold provides greater resolution, giving a more
complete picture of the product content.

PRO TIP: Use the filter in the HPD Repository for
”Pre-Checked for LEED v4 Material Ingredients Option 1”
to identify HPDs that qualify for Green Commnities Criterion 6.1

Yes or Yes Ex/SC must be marked for both
“Characterized” and “Screened.”
In order to be designated as characterized, the
role and weight percent of all content present
at or above the indicated threshold, must be
provided. To be considered screened, that content must be screened against the HPD priority
hazard lists for any know hazards. If “identified”
is marked, that means that additionally, all substances are disclosed by name and identifier (no
chemical identities are held proprietary).
Fewer products are needed to get a point if the
HPD is marked “Yes” for Third Party Verified.
Third-party verifications provide an additional
level of confidence in the completeness of the
inventory provided.

Make sure the HPD is valid by checking the
Expiry Date.

“Red List Approved” with % Disclosed of 99.9% or greater meets
the requirements.
For “Red List Approved,” if the “% Disclosed” is 99.9% or greater, the
product content is considered characterized and screened to 1,000
ppm.

“LBC Red List Free” or “Declared” meets the requirements.
For “Red List Approved,” see above.
A Declare Label that is designated as “LBC Red List Free” or “Declared”
is considered to be characterized and screened to a 100 ppm threshold.

Fewer products are needed to get a point if the Declare Label is
identified as Third Party Verified.
Third-party verifications provide an additional level of confidence in
the completeness of the inventory provided.

Make sure the Declare Label is valid by checking the Expiration
Date.

